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How to make your Collections Available in The European Library:
 Describing your collections

Practical Session: Metadata Elements (Group) 
It is intended that this session will last approximately 45 minutes.  The aim of this session is to examine in more detail three metadata elements (Title, Description, Thumbnail) from The European Library Application Profile for Collection Descriptions, using examples from existing collection descriptions, to provide participants with a practical understanding of what makes a high quality collection description.
1. Title

	Title 

	Definition
	“The name of the collection”

	Description
	“Typically, a Title will be a name by which the resource is formally known.”

	Guidelines for TEL Partners


	This should be the known title of the collection. However it should mean something to the user and not be an internal library acronym such as: DB2 or BRSNi etc.   Also note that we are trying to standardisation the titles as far as possible for the National Library's catalogue, the National Union catalogue and the National bibliography.  Please check what titles the other libraries have used.

	Language
	English and your native language


Examples of “titles” currently in The European Library:

· ARSBNI 1 
· Bookbindings database
· Serbian Children's Digital Library 

· The Danish National Collections 

· Foreign (i.e. non-Danish) books and periodicals
· Croatian National Bibliography of Books : 1990-2003
· Exile press digital : German exile journals and newspapers 1933 – 1945
· Circular letters of the bookselling business
· Europe
· E-thesis
Proceedings from the States General, 1814-1995

2. Description
	Description

	Definition
	“An account of the content of the resource.”

	Description
	“Description may include but is not limited to: an abstract, table of contents, reference to a graphical representation of content or a free-text account of the content.”

	Guidelines for TEL Partners


	This section is extremely important for collection descriptions. It is aimed at enticing the user to click on a specific collection, so it must be "descriptive" of that collection. It should not use large numbers of adjectives and should be as factual as possible. A detailed description, summarising the contents of the collection, will help the user to retrieve only relevant information. 

	Language
	English and your native language


Examples of “descriptions” currently in The European Library:

· Books and periodicals primarily published in Europe 1454-1950, representing all topics.
· Born digital publications received trough voluntary deposit.
· Bibliographic descriptions of the holdings of Slovenian National and University Library (NUK) since 1774.
· Consists of approximately 11 million photographs (prints and negatives), drawings and etchings mostly of Danish origin and covering every imaginable subject. Appr. 100.000 prints and photographs (primarily dealing with Danish history and topography) are registered and in many cases digitized and may be searched here.
· Croatian National Bibliography of Books contains publications by Croatian authors, Croatian publishers and works published in Croatian language in the period from 1990 to 2003. It includes books, graphic maps, art exhibition catalogues, printed music, atlases, geographic maps, tourist guides and selected ephemera. The records are organized according to the UDC and the National and University Library Subject Heading Scheme. They are part of the General Catalogue of the National and University Library, Zagreb.
3. Thumbnail 

	Thumbnail [tel:thumbnail]

	Definition
	“The URL linking to a small image meant for display as part of the collection description.”

	Guidelines for TEL Partners


	This image or logo which is displayed in the “Browse all collections” list is intended to visually represent or provide “branding” for the collection.  

The image should be colourful. 

The image should depict something visually represents the collection, e.g. a collection of children’s books could be represented by a toy.
The image should ideally be square (80 x 80 pixels) of if necessary (100 pixels high x 80 pixels wide.)

The image should be in jpeg, gif or png format.

A URL to the image needs to be provided.  If necessary these images can be hosted on The European Library servers.


Examples of Thumbnails:

[image: image1.png]Croatian National Bibliography of Books : 1990-2003

Croatian National Bibliography of Books contains publications by Croatian authors, Croatian
publishers and works published in Croatian language in the period from 1990 to 2003, It
includes books, graphic maps, art exhibition catalogues, printed music, atlases, geographic
maps, tourist guides and selected ephemera, The records are organized according to the
UDC and the National and University Library Subject Heading Scherne. They are part of the
General Catalogue of the National and University Library, Zagreb

» Croatian National Bibliography of Books : 1990-2003






[image: image2.png]Collections from the National Library of Portugal
Bibliographic descriptions of the holdings of the National Library of Portugal
» Collections from the National Library of Portugal
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This “Collection” is everything harvested by The European Library from National Libraries
and held in a central index. While this duplicates collections held under the libraries
themselves, it has the advantage creating a general search under one target.
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“The union catalogue for over 2.000 Italian ibraries is for end users to locate books and

other documents in participating Ubraries, There are: 7,781,247 modern and antiquarian
books, 382.411 music books, 175,624 music manuscripts available.
» SEN OPAC





[image: image5.png]Children's Historical Literature Disseminated throughout Europe
(CHILDE)

€.1,000 fmages from 19th century collections of children's books in several European
libraries
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First Serbian Children's Digital Library contains about 130 most beautiful books of Serbian ;,'N[wﬁlﬂu
children's literature in digital format. It is a part of a big research unprofitable project

“International Children’s Digital Library". National editorial board consisting of children's
literature professors, publishers, librarians, made a choice of books taking care of

contents, artistic, hystorical and literature values. Al digital books are colour digital copies
of analogue ones.
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Online catalog of the National Library of Estonia [is part of the shared catalogue of several ESTER
research libraries)

» Online catalog of the National Library of Estonia (ESTER]
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